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ACTTVITT SUGGESTTONS
Grades K.2 Grades3 -4

Communities/ Colonial America

Cleate a diorama of tl¡e fi¡st
Thanl$guing. Showwhât food wæ
ærve{who carne to dinner (first
Than¡$giúrg colonists, Indiaru,
various props).

Make a Colonial America coloring
book Each student or teas¡ drooses
abackground, adds clip arl All
scenes are combined in a book and
ued æ a clasroom activity resou¡ce
(various).

Create a colonial school room
scene. Diso¡ss how school life wæ
the same, how different from today
(colonial school room, school girl
and boy, various props).

Discr¡ss life in Colonial Ameríca"
Decorate a bulletin boud wíth
Colonial Life Scenes (coloníal
b(x)m, Philadelphira sbeet soene,
school room, ûumrvadous props).

Create and name aColonial fanily-
-mother, father, son, daugþter.
Str¡dens d¡oose an activityfortbe
family (e.g., worþ shoppÍng cooking
dinner), create ascene andplace
the familyinig thennrite asimple
story about the family.

Pretend you and you family are
part of a wagon tain Describe
what you migbt pack to take with
yoq what animals you might see,
what adventr¡res you might have
(morurtains or desuf, wagon,
various props).

CÏeate awant ad forpony express
riden (Western town, pony express
riders, various cowboy a¡rd horse
figures).

Make a comic book - Frontier Fun-
nies. Makeyour own characters
(various western).

Grades 5 -6

Pretend you are living in the ñ¡st
Englisb settlement in Jamesto$n.
V/ríæ a diarydescribingwhat the
firstwinter wælike.

Make a poster advertising James-
town or Pl¡'rnoutb to Etuopeans
(variors colonial).

Pr¡blish a Coloniat newspaper -
The C.olonial Clier -with ap-
propriate stories - Ben Franklin
Flies Kite in Stonr¡, krdians Attencl
Feæt, Another Cold Winter
Predicted for Jamestown) (Ben
Ftanklin, Philadelphia, various).

Interview agold diggerdruing the
Goldnsh. Write a newspaper story
desoibing panning for gold.
Dessibe the Goldnsh (moun-
tains, gold miner, frontiersman,
various).

hetend you are Tecr¡mseh talking
to his grandson about why he
wanted to stop the settlers froni
moving west (Indian figure,
various western).

Communit¡es/ The Frontier

Build a frontier home scene, print it
poster size, and decorate it \¡/itÌt
variou q¡touts (log cabþ various
props).

Make abulletinboard of famÍlylife
in the Frontier (western town,
mountains, log homes in winter,
mountain cabín, various props).



Grades K- 2

Conflict/The Civil War

Make a simple Civil Warposter
showing forNorth and Soutb asol-
dier, flag leader and çjcalscene
(Confederate and Union soldiers,
Co¡rfederate a¡¡d Union flags, plan-
tation, tor+r¡, etÈ).

Progress ¡n America

Make a ranqportationBigBook and
disct¡ss how eactr modewas impor-
tant (steam ship, tall sNp,wagon,
canoe, steam engne, train).

Grades3.4

Geate an Abratram Linæln poster
(Abraham lincol¡q logcabin, Civil
tilarñgures).

Stage a Civil War battle. Students
can hold Confederate or Union sol-
dien to identiS their part$
someorie canplay Generall¡e a¡rd
General Grant (various CivilWar).

Interview Benjamin Franklin about
how he discovered electicity in
lightening.

Write areport about animportant
Civil lilar battle, for example, Fort
Sumter (Fort Sumter,various Ciril
ïV"").

Write a newspaper story about Eli
Whitney and his conongin

Grades 5.6



t. t

Grades K-2 Gmdes3 -4

Com mu nit¡es/Black Americans

Grades 5 - 6

Frederick Dougf as, Sojourner
Truth and Harriet Tubman all
worked to free slaves. Divide the
class into groups to choose a 6gure.
create a scene ar¡d write a story
aboutthe chosenfigure.

Make a cha¡t showing howthe
Ptains Indianswere different from
the Eastern Woodland Tribes
(woodland, prairig various Nativc
.{merican)

Create a time line showing some
major events inNative American
history (Androu Jaclson,
Sacagawea, various Native
lmerican).

Make a diagram illustrating the
battle at Concord Bridge (Concord
Bridge, various colonid).

Create a "You Are There" scene.
For example, lalk to Thomæ Jeffer-
son about the Declaration of
Independence (Jefferson, Philadel-
phia room, r'arious colonial).

Imagineyou are aslave. Descrbe
what it is like. Showyor.rborse (log
housg various props, various
people).

Make a Big Book of Black History.
Teams of students cancreate
rariouspages andwrite strort cap
tions (various plantation and black
people, Ha¡riet Tbbman, Sojourner
Tiuth, Flederick Douglass, various
props).

Commu n it¡es/N ative American

Publish a Native American coloring
book (various western, Native
American).

Have a Native American celebra-
tion. Desígn invitations, program,
menq and room decorations
(various Native American).

Design a Black History bulletin
boa¡d showing Black AmericanE
Plantation life (Plutatior¡ various
blackpeople).

Pick a Native Americanfübe and
create a poster or bulletin boa¡d
showing their life and conuibutiors
(various Native American).

Make a Native American collage.

Pretend you are a soldier serving
with George Wæhington \Vrite a
letter home about the winter in Val-
ley Forge (George Wæhingtoq log
cabins soldien, rariou).

Write a newspaper story about ttre
BostonTea Party (Boston Tea
Parfy).

ConflicVThe Struggle for I ndependence

Make an lndependence Dayposter
(Liberty Bell, Philadelphia,
Declaration of Independence,
Thomas Jefrerson, George
Washingon, various).

Create a Silly Soene. Put figrres in
incongru ous backgrourds
(Wæhingtgn in a western town) or
make ñgrues uy silly sentences
(various).


